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Economics just like any other field of study has been considered one of the most critical areas that foster the development of the nation and the whole world. There are different relevant degrees, certification, professional bodies, and licensure in the field of economics. These determine whether one becomes authorized to practice economics or not. They also add value to the degree one has in economics (The Intute Consortium). 
To become certified in economics, one is required to have attained an accredited master’s degree or Ph.D. in the same field or financial economics. The latter must have at least 18 hours of courses related to economics within the postgraduate degree they are undertaking. Some of the certification available include; ChE Chartered Economist - Board Certified in Economics, CEPA Certified Economic Policy Analyst and AFA Accredited Financial Analyst. Some of the primary requirements that are needed for the same are; Degree Education, three years’ Experience, Accredited Degree, Continuing Education, and Ethics as required by the Society. The waiver on graduates mainly includes Masters in Economics, PhDs or JD and an experience of more than five years in the governmental body (Young). 
There are several professional memberships that an individual with a degree in economics can be admitted as a member. These include the following;
Economics, Business and Enterprise Association (EBEA): This body admits the members who are in the education industry. This mainly consists of the teachers and lecturers of economics-related subjects both in schools and colleges.
Higher Education Academy: Upon its establishment in 2003, it has always supported the enhancement of both the learning and teaching in higher education institutions. 
Royal Economic Society: This is a professional body whose primary objective is to ensure that it fosters the motivation of the study of economic science in different fields such as government service, academic life, banking, public affairs and industry. The membership comprises of people inside and outside of the United Kingdom.
Scottish Economic Society: this provides the forum in which economic issues are discussed. It also enhances the study as well as teaching in the field of economics (The Intute Consortium).
Future plans
There are several goals that I would like to achieve in the field of economics. The first one is that I would like to have a Ph.D. in economics. This will enable me to be able to practice economics at different levels in the professional sphere. With this degree, it will be possible for me to join various professional bodies of economics as well as get different accreditation that will be key in giving me full mandate of practicing economics (Forbes Publications 20). 
Another goal that I would like to achieve is being a professional economist who offers consultancy services to different bodies and organizations including government and nongovernmental organizations. This can only be possible if, after earning the Ph.D., I will be able to have accreditation and license to establish my own company that offers the consultation services. 
The final goal is having the ability to offer training to various organizations in the field of economics. This, however, will be provided only to the organizational employees who are after capacity building and general knowledge and updates in the field of economics. It is only through life-long learning that it will be possible to acquire the knowledge, skills, accreditation, and license to practice economics (Forbes Publications 21).
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